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Living on the Surface
by Miller Williams
The dolphin
walked upon the land a little while 
and crawled back to the sea 
saying something thereby 
about all that we live with.
Some of us
have followed him from time to time. 
Most of us stay.
Not that we know what we’re doing here. 
We do it anyway
lugging a small part of the sea around.
It leaks out our eyes.
We swim inside ourselves 
but we walk on the land.
What’s wrong, we say, what’s wrong?
Think how sadness soaks into 
the beds we lie on.
Jesus, we’ve only just got here.
We try to do what’s right 
but what do we know?
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